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President Thabo Mbeki of the Republic of South Africa has been under an intensive attack from most 
representatives of AIDS advocacy groups throughout the world. The Issue is that he has not publicly 
affirmed that the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). 
 
Before one piles on the President for being scientifically illiterate and ignorant, note what he may be up 
to. He is persistently and tirelessly stressing that the root of AIDS throughout much of Africa is poverty. 
It is poverty that impedes primary prevention and secondary and tertiary intervention by inducing 
hopelessness, lack of a future orientation, inadequate to nonexistent health infrastructures, and 
miserable economic substrates. Instead of hewing to the biological line of virus inducing disease, 
President Mbeki is broadening a biopsychosocial path crucial to prevention, intervention, and 
management. For this he should not be castigated but praised. (See Castro, R., Orozco, E., Eroza, E., 
Manca, M. C., Hernandez, J. J., & Aggleton, P. (1998). AIDS-related illness trajectories in Mexico: Findings 
from a qualitative study in two marginalized communities. AIDS Care, 10, 583-598; Ezzy, D., de Visser, R., 
& Bartos, M. (1999). Poverty, disease progression and employment among people living with HIV/AIDS 
in Australia. AIDS Care, 11, 405-414; LeBlanc, R.G. (1997). Definitions of oppression. Nursing Inquiry, 4, 
257-261; Maticka-Tyndale, E., Elkins, D., Haswell-Elkins, M., Rujkarakorn, D., Kuyyakanond, T., & Stam, K. 
(1997). Contexts and patterns of men's commercial sexual partnerships in northeastern Thailand: 
Implications for AIDS prevention. Social Science and Medicine, 44, 199-213; Swarns, R.L. (July 11, 2000). 
South Africa faults critics of its President on AIDS stance. The New York Times, p. A3.) (Keywords: AIDS, 
HIV, Mbeki, Poverty, South Africa.) 
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